nor of Kabul, bat his 
least effect in allayin 
not in favour of 
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should be remembered that we have to encounter’ no well- 
disciplined ‘and organised army in Afghanistan, but only 
crowds of undisciplined people. Oar Anglo-Indian contem- 
poraries urge that the Government should now declare ils 
policy without further delay in order that the officers may 
kuow what they have really got todo. Phisis quite true, but 
how can the Government declare its policy until peace and 
order have been restored in the country 1 ? It has in a way 
already announced ‘its policy. “ It'does not wish to annex the 
country, but only to secare the frontier. But it is obvious 
that we cannot withdraw our troops until we have pops iy 
péace and found'a tystworthy roler for the comniry. 


The same paper refers to the rumour about the intention 
The ion of the Of the Russians to send @ ‘second éxpe- 
Russians in Central Asia. dition against Merv next spring, and 
remarks that their aggression in Central Asia renders it 
necessary that + the British -Government. should be very 
carefal in settling the affairs in Afghanistan. Our influence - 
must predominate in that country in order to prevent’ the 
Rassians from intrigaing with the “Afghans. Whey they 
we taken Mery, they may try to seize Herat, = 


The Rahbar-i- Hind of the 17th February states : We ais 


; repeatedly pointed out what mistakes 
Argun politic on the part of the Government have 
hitherto prevented the ‘settlement of the Afghan affairs, and 


what would be the best policy to follow in fature, ‘Ati ie to 
be regretted that the Government has not yet ann Ae 


intentions in regard to Afghanistan. Bven the erse! from 
the throne and the recent,speeches of the ministers in Parlia- - 
ment do not show that the Seiecanaet te has arrived. at 4 oe 
definite conclusion by this time, Different policies have a 
been proposed. by our contemporaries. One ‘Proposes, that 
the Government should take’ permanent possession | of Herat 
sind Kandahar, and’ afiother that Afghanistan at ould:be 
split up into three stiden™ The Oudh Akhbér, a distinguished: 


Dl stil 


( 191 ,) 


vernacular. paper, is. of opinion that the Go 
appoint, Afghan governors and place the ad 
country into. their hands. It. will, be. ememby 
‘war was undertaken. with the object of securing a 
frontier’ ” for India. But our. 001 temporari 8 8 
utterly ignored st ohject. The Governmien t sho} 
the present. financial condition 

in dealing with the Afghan. g 
annexation. of Here “di u 
would be the beginning of a new series of wat 
new Amir of Kabul, if oneis ‘appointed, n nor Pe sia, 
would approve of, the. measure. None, of them, may. prot 
against it at present, but they will 1 doubtedly raise dif Cl 
ties in fature. The division of the. country. into, a nur 
of small semi-independent states :is objectionable, on. tho 
ground that it would necessitate constant interferencé on 
our part into the affairs of. the, country, There, is, no 
doubt that the new chiefs would. be. frequently, at ,war with 
each other or their lawless subjects, | Similarly.;the: ap 

ment of Afgban governors,. who... 
would constantly render it’ -n md troops. it 
Afghanistan to, maintain. thei ¥s In, our, opinion 
the Governmient stioutd stick to the Gandamak treaty, whic 


. 
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appoint an able. euilee: for the  coemey, 
our troops bd — ‘We should, era 


Circulation, 
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war of 1839-42 and to those of the present war, and remarks 
that our object is that the Afghans should be our friends, ini 
order that the Russians may fot be ablé to intrigue with them 
and invade India. We should not withdraw our troops’ from 
Afghanistan ‘until this objéct has been'secured. The repeated 
despatch of expeditions to Kabul involves great loss of ‘men 
and money. It would’ not be wise ‘to evacuate Kandahar 


and to leave Herat unoceupied while the Russians are engaged 


in their designs against’ Metv. The London Times advises 
the Government to finish the wat as soon as possible and to 


turn its attention to the affairs in Europe. In our ‘opinion, 


it should settle the Afghan difficulty satisfactorily once for all. 


‘It is simply a ruse on the part of Russia to threaten the 


peace of Europe in order to divert the attention of the British 
Government from the affairs of Central Asia. | 


The Dabdaba Sikandri (Rampur) of the 16th February 
also disapproves of the hasty. conclu~ 
sion of the Kabul war which the Lon- 
don Times recommends, and remarks that the troops should 
not be withdrawn from Afghanistan until the Government has 
settled the affairs of the country to its satisfaction and. esta- 


The same subject. 


blished British influence there. In regard to the futare 


government of the country, our contemporary suggests that 
Kabul, Kandahar, Jalalabad, Ghazni, and Herat, should be 
made separate states and placed under Afghan sardars. This 


is undoubtedly a very good policy, but the Government should 


keep a British A gent at each of these places with a sufficiently 


large escort. ‘Moreover, a stron g military cantonment should 
be established at Herat. 


The Kohi-Niér of the 14th February states that fhe : 
London Times has long advooated's a 


The same sgbject. . 


_ speed; y settlement of the a 


ghanistan. ‘Our contemporary urges that: we should with t f : 
draw our troops from Kabul ‘to Jalalabad and allow the: Af 
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ghans to choose their own ruler. When they have. 
Amir, we ‘should send an envoy to Kabul. This would not 
be a gdod-policy. In our opinion, even the mili ary commis- 
sion at- Kabul has been abolished too early. Her Majesty 
has declared ‘in her speech from the throne. that the tro : 
will not be withd rawn until a ‘government has been established Q 


fe 


at Kabul. Our contemporary’s policy simply deserves to 
be laughed to-scorn; ‘The Dake of Argyle lately. condemned 4 
some proceedings of the Viceroy and General Roberts, and — 4 
complained that the Government was. endeavouring to settle . 
the Afghan difficulty with unnecessary hestte, 265% 4 | 


ew +f '. 
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The Civil and Miliary 3% the cause beter ‘hatha 
= — i ow Civil and Military Gazette of Lahore 
OL —a veritable scorpion—and the Ma- ee a 
haraja of Kashmir, Did Kashmir ever belong to the 2 4 
forefathers of the editor of that paper, or- did’ the Mahaté eo 
in his former life do wrong to any. of them? Our contem- oo 
porary may be justly considered as the grandson | of. the 4 
Lahore Chronicle. The Chronicle formerly accused the 
Maharaja of the murder of, many visitors to. Kashmir, 
and brought other false charges against him. The Civil ste 4 
Military Gazette has followed the same policy since its birth, a 
When the Yarkand Mission passed through Kashmir, our con- ead 
temporary raised 2 wild clamour r 
then took him to task for the Gilgit case (sie). ‘The lato famine 
in Kashmir presented. our contempora! 2 a good oO} 
tunity of abusing him to its heart's content... Tt even « 
the state officials with sinking vessels filled with mine 
persons in the lake. But all its effort 
no avail, It has lately discovered a new 
covery of Kashmir, - Ins late'is 10 
of Russia in Central Asis, 
frontier cannot be con 


bie PA eS ool i 


“annexes it. to British territories. The Koh-i-Nir then pub- 
lishes a vecsenelar trans lation of the extract. in. eaten 
, Seciiiand, of. go y Seale od high. titles a8, the 
3 _ Bhield.of. the Indian Empire, the Councillor. of Her Ma ty, 
the Honorary. General. of Her Majesty's Army, #2. nen 
the Maharaja.of Kashmir atthe late Im ) 
iat Delhi... It is surprising that our contemporary. prov 
him ineapable of raling, aud. fears that, if we. de: hot. imme 
diately demand the retrovession of the province | from. hin 
he may sell it to Russia., Moreover, our contemporary is of 
opinion that his Musalman sabjects, being discontented with 
his tyranny. and oppression, would welcome the Russians, 
But our contemporary is mistaken. The Maharaja i is_ per- 
fectly loyal to the British Government, atid the Governiné 
considers him as such. “The north-western frontier # in con: 
stantly in a state of disorder, but no enemy has ever had 
‘the courage to enter Kashmir. Our cont ! tary fears that 
the Musalmans of Chitral and other small states sitnated on 
the frontier of Kashmir may readily cast i their Tots with 
the Russians, probably because it considers them the | same 
kindof men as the Afghans. B ut it should be observed that 
the chiefs of those places have voluntarily placed t en | 
under the. protection of the Maharaja. Had they ‘been dis 
pleased with Dogri rule, they would not have done . 0. a 
We consider our contemporary an enemy both of the Ma haraja 
and of the Government, as its writings are calculated to raise’ 
doubts and suspicions in the. mind of the, latter i in regard 
the loyalty of the former, . Its misconduct tends, to} reflect — 
discredit upon the whole British nation. sath gmat a is 


Ray 


| Acorrespondent of the. Rakbar-t-Hind of the 17th Fob ‘. 


uy So hd ale 


‘The Maharaja of) Dar-: 
bhanga’s ball, Calcutta. 


money, which was expénd 

to some object of public utility, what great: 

heen done! Alas! when willthen 

their money on promoting the welfare of the country! We 
do not mean to say that no ball or p shor 

but that it should ‘not cost an extré vagant 


_ 


The Dholpur co 


Keshia Gujar, a notori- 
ous ooubal of Bar. Dhol- idem) states . 


— rious robber, 


Bari, was repe patedly warned by. the pagel 


ws 
: 


committing p 

he lately plundered the village of } 

of his companions. On this the 
soldiers with four guns to ‘Kaléih 
to kill him and destroy he’ villa 
house and shot, ‘and the 
the guns. n 


. 
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ing amark for answers. When the examinees made over their 
answers to the guard, he signed them and placed them on the 
table of the Registrar, who in tarn, stamped them with a seal, 
The examinees were treated with civility both by the guards 
andexaminers. Qnly Europeans were appointed guards, and 
each guard was transferred every day from one room to an- 
other. The questions were not difficult, and sufficient time 
was allowed to the candidates for answering them. Wehope 
that a large number of’ candidates will pass the examination 
this year. 


~ ; ? 


The same ‘paper of the 17th 1» Februsty strongly protests 
Ginaiilenty pithielany:; 


against the passing of the Vaccination 
Bill, on the ground that compulsion 
in vaccination would be considered by ignorant persons as a 
kind of religious interferetice on the part of the Government, 
and would be productive of great popular discontent. The 
writer hopes that in course of time vaccination will become 
general without the use of compulsion. The educated natives 
already voluntarily vaccinate their children. * 


The Mirat-ul-Hind (Lucknow) of the. 15th February (re- 

.. esived on the 19th idem) states that 
wit or is : rf Sir John Strachey is of opinion that 
 . . the cotton import daty and the octrot . 
daty on grain should. be.abolished. The advocates of this 
policy contend that the abolition of the cotton duty would — 
reduce the price of cloth, and the result would be that culti- — 
vators and other poor classes who have remained naked from 
the creation of the world to‘this day would be able. to aover’ 
their bodies.. The abolition of the octroi, it is alleged, wou! 7 : 
greatly improve the grain ‘trade and tend:-to: make. exer 
town a large grain market. In our opinion, these thoughts 
are no better than those of the wise men of Gotham. The 
agricultural classes in India are so poor that they.gene — 
rally subsist on one meal'a day. In time of scarcity 9F 
famine hundreds of thousands of men die of starvatial 
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jn spite of all the relief rendered ng Government 
classes of persons would not be able to buy cloth, even if 
its price were slightly ‘reduced. The fact’ of | the matter is 
that the Government of India is obliged to abolish the duty, 
in accordance with the orders of the Secretary of State, for 
the benefit of Manchester. But it has not the courage to say 
so openly. The duty yields no less than 80 lakhs of rupees 
a year, and is not felt oppressive by the people. We are 
afraid that its abolition would be productive of evil rather 
than good to India. It would nip the rising cotton industry 
of the country in the bud. If the duty is abolished, the In- 
dian mill-owners will not be able to compete with Manchester, 
and the result will be that all ‘the mills in India will be 
closed and thousands of . workmen. thrown out of employ. 
The painful history of the license-tax induces. some thought. 
ful persons to apprehend that the abolition of the octroi duty. 
on grain may have been intended by Sir John Strachey only 
to pave the way for the introduction of a new scheme of taxa- 
tion. They say that the income derived from the duty | levied 
on grain imported within municipal limits is entirely devoted 
to municipal purposes, and not a farthing of it goes- inte the 
imperial treasury. When the duty i isabolished, the municipal 
committees will impose other new taxes, auch as, the license- 

tax, the house tax, the carriage tax; &,, to make good the loss; 
When this has been done, the Government of ladia may imposo 
an imperial tax upon grain. Such.a policy would be very 
objectionable. The abolition of the octroi duty on grain may 
compel municipal. committees to introdace new: odions taxe: 


which may lead to popniar discontent, The Peder recommend, 
ed by Dr. Hunter is a good.and equitahl 2 one, that : 
should be levied on Beales ods in Ipdia, 
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The Oudh Punch, which in a late issue ridiculed the re- 
para ca ineaariat cg pag > piieilar tine enor 
has a similar article on the same subject in its'isaue of the 
17th February. The article 
is entitled the Native Civil 
Service Proposition. The 
writer states that the 5th 
proposition of the Ist Book 
of Euclid is called Pons Asi- 
norum in facetious language, 
and that it well illustrates 
the new Native Civil Service 
question. The writer then 
gives the figure and goes 
through the proposition like 


The same paper publishes some Urdu verses in ; 


The Hon'ble Sayyid Ah- *&e Hon'ble Sayyid Ahmad Khan, hs 
eat eae, C.8.L,, is ridiculed, 


The Dabir-i-Hind (Allahabad) of the 14th Fi 
| lishes an extract from the: 
of Nutivesty Kusopeane, Times to the effect that the 
Mirror does not agree with 
chard Temple in thinking that Englishmen are good 
trators, and that, in its opinion, his speech at 
culated to estrange the hearts of Natives from 
The Dabir-i-Hind remarks that it is at one 
Mirror in thinking that Englishmen are not 
Instead of trying to win the goodwill of the 
alienate their hearts by their misconduct. They 
were the cause of the mutiny of 1857. When an I ) on : ingl 
first comes to India, he treats the natives with ci . 
respect. But his conduct is quite changed in a s ai 


The same paper publishes an article in the form of a 
dialogue between India, Natives, 4 
Europeans. The Natives tell India a 

that the land does not now’ produes | 
so much grain as it did formerly, and that consequently they 
are in great distress. She should sympathize with them, 
who are her children, and increase the fortility of the soil. : 


India replies that they formerly frequently engaged in AS 
internecine quarrels, and that the sti . 
oppressed the weak. She was displeased with them, and placed 

em under the rule of Musalmans, who severely pun: 
em for theit misdeeds, When this was done, she unitep the 
indus arid ‘the Musalmans into one nation. But the two 
classes then begart to hate each othet and quarrelled — among 4 
themselves. On this she placed the country undet the | 
and enlightened British rule. Bat even under British rule they 
have not given up their dishonesty, selfishness, deceit, avarice, . 
and other bad qualities. Do they wish to be placed under a 


cruel sovereign ?: ae Te } 


Englishmen téll India that they have cleared forests, a 
brought waste lands under cultivation, and encouraged the 
spread of education among her children. But she does not 
reward their labours, and does not produce sufficient grain for 
the requirements of the country. _ Why does she not produce . a 
sufficient grain, so that both they er children shou oe i ee 
in ease and comfort? = eee ee = 
India replies that 
of liberty, justice, and hor 


The Dabir-i-Hind on the 
cause of famines in India, 
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Circulation, 
380 copies. 


departure to England, at the Lawrence Hall, on the 6th Feb- 


tian Missionaries make ignorant children converts by deceit, 
and thus separate them from their parents. Providence has 
been displeased with their sins, and has accordingly made 
the land barren. If they . fear Gop, give up their bad habits, 
and treat her children with kindness and generosity, the = 
will again become as fertile as it was before, 


The Pramod Sindhu (Amraoti) of the 16th Febraary com- 

-plains thatin Berar the claims of naib- 
. tahsildars to tahsildarships are gene- — 
rally overlooked. Whenevera tahsil- — 
darsbip hessnee vacant, an outsider is appointed to it, in utter 
disregard of the claims of naib-tahsildars. In the same way 
the claims of tahsildars to Extra Assistant Commissionerships 
are disregarded. This complaint is also applicable to the 
Police Department. It appears from the last Revenue Report 


The claims of naib-tah- 
oanaee to tahsildarships. 


for the province that:in future the cadets of good family will 
_ be appointed naib-tahsildars, and that they will be eligible 


for promotion: to tahsildars. This would be really a good 
thing. But the claims of the present incumbents, who have 
long performed their duties ‘with industry and honesty, are 
also deserving of favorable consideration. In regard to the | 
posts of attach¢és to Residents the writer is much satisfied 
that the matives are generally appointed to these posts, but 
urges that the educated natives of the province a be 


_ preferred to those of the other provinces. 


The Anjuman-i-Panjab of the 13th F ebruary refers to the. : 


Lindsa . 9 S., he te 
ani, Chief Gomi, ta the Hon’ble Mr. Lindsay, Judge of the 


Panjab Chief Court, on the eve of his 


roary, and remarks that both Natives and Europeans d d pep! ; ne 
regret his separation from them. Every sentence of his speemh: 
at the Hall showed that he loved India asmuch as one yes hia. 
native country. He had a fall insight into the cond ition of 
- natives and sympathized with them. They have lowt in phim | 
a great patron and an able Jndge. per 


farewell dinner which was given to a 


ae I abt matter of satteli 
a u r Lh . — . ‘ . & eZ 
ideas renter ‘tions* which 


the Anglo-Indisn .Press have béen © removed. 
papers which are’ published in English will now be able to 4 
perform their duties without any let or hindrance. But 2 
their number is. extremely, small. ‘There is no hope of any eee 2 


kind of. progress in the country until the Vernacular Press is 


+ 


made free, Even since the Press Act has been p 
editors of vernacular papers who take a deep interest in the tae 4 
welfare of the people have freely discuseed all matters. ‘ They 
simply take care to be on their guard ‘in their expressions. a 
Sometimes they are also obliged to refrain from publishing 

some news. We often received important news from the 

sent of war in Afghanistan which, if published, would: be of ) 
great use to Government. But we did ‘not think it exp 
ent to publish it. The Press. Act serves-no useful ‘purpose. 
The provisions in the Penal Code are quite sufficient to check : 
the publication of seditious matter in newspapers. The | 
Press Act is practically a dead letter. In these circumstan- a 
ces there seems to be no reason why it should be retained in | 
the statute book. - pl easel et dks 


RAILWAY, 
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A correspondent of the Panjab Punch of the 17th Febru--. ie one 


The overcrowding of aty complains that the railway carri- a 
eee ee ages are overcrowded. rane mes as Oe eee ae 


many as fourteen passengers are 


stations. The result of 
aware that the 


© The writer 


MS 


the calls of nature, he is left behind.“ by the’ ‘train, The 
engine-drivers should make good the delay by increasing 
_ the speed of the tram, and not by reducing’ the time of halting. 


The same paper complains that the privies at the railway 

stations are so badly constructed that 

when a man enters a privy, he sees 

all those nen who are already seated on their stools, which is 

very indecent. Some arrangements should be made to remove 
is evil. 


The Railway privies. 
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